FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY / NICARAGUA 
History and Programs
In 1972, FH provided temporary aid and relief to earthquake victims in Nicaragua but long-term operations did not begin until 1994. We worked solo for a few years, but that all changed in 1999.  In August of that year, various ministries gathered at a conference in Managua to discuss Biblical worldview and transformational development.  About 200 people attended this conference, including both pastors and community development workers. The response to the conference crossed denominational and political barriers.  

After that meeting, Christian Reformed World Relief Committee, Food for the Hungry and Christian Reformed World Missions decided to combine offices and to continue to nurture the movement of the Spirit that had begun with the conference.  This joint office and ministry effort was called the Nehemiah Center (NC).  We are invested in the Nehemiah Center (NC) as the primary strategy to bring about transformational development, and most directly with the community health evangelism program. 
Since that conference, the collaboration has expanded to include Caribbean Ministries Association, Missionary Ventures International, Worldwide Christian Schools,LifeWind, Partners Worldwide and Christian Schools International.
A key component of the Nehemiah Center is the “Ezra” national training staff. The Ezra staff is composed of committed Nicaraguan Christian leaders. The Ezra staff works to develop change agents with an integral, biblical world and life in each aspect of society: family, church, education, business, government, and the media. It encourages and facilitates collaboration between these change agents for the transformational development of communities and the nation.

Key Strategies of the Nehemiah Center

* Disciple key Christian leaders to be agents of personal and societal transformation based on an integral, Biblical world and life view. 

* Promote the formation of associations of Christian leaders for the transformation of churches, schools, businesses, government, and the media based on an integral, Biblical world and life view. 

* Facilitate collaboration between local Christian leaders for the spiritual, economic, and social progress of their communities, training them how to use the tools of transformational community development. 

* Link Christians in Nicaragua with Christians in other countries for mutual growth and learning and the sharing of time, ideas and resources. 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

In 2009, FH/Nicaragua added four new staff and launched a child development program (CDP) in 2 peri-urban communities in the city of Chinandega. El Limonal and Bayardo Arce. 
CDP’s purpose is to help churches, leaders, and families meet the needs in their community so that every child has the opportunity to develop to his or her full God-given potential. CDP focuses on 5 key strategies to support the integrated development of children. These strategies are:

· Transformation of the heart through biblical teaching

· Personal relationship, in which CDP staff serve as a living testimony, sharing the love of Christ and the truth of the gospel in word and deed with the children and families, while also developing new leaders within the community

· Equipping churches, leaders, and families to meet the needs of their children

· Designing a specific development plan for the community in collaboration with local leaders who identify their specific needs, priorities, and goals

· Child Sponsors who are informed, engaged, and in prayer for the children of the community 
Most of the families in the communities where CDP is being implemented live in homes made of scrap wood, cardboard and plastic. In El Limonal , many survive off of the nearby dump, collecting recyclables to sell. In Bayardo Arce, families run small stores or sell tortillas, fruit, or water in the streets of Chinandega, earning $2-$3 per day, while food costs at least $6 per day for a family. 
Regardless of whether it is the dry or rainy season, the general health of the communities is poor, due to dust or dampness, standing water and poor hygiene. Common illnesses include malaria, dengue, anemia, malnutrition, respiratory infections and parasites. Families primarily eat rice, beans, corn tortillas and very limited amounts of fruits and vegetables. The communities are connected to the municipal water system of Chinandega but the distribution system is limited and there is no sewer system.

To support the ongoing implementation of CDP, we invite you to consider sponsoring a child. 

HOW CAN I PRAY FOR NICARAGUA?

Pray that God will bless the head of Nicaragua's government with wisdom and integrity.

Pray that FH's country Director in Nicaragua to have favor in the eyes of the government so that the FH program will run without interruption.

Pray for each program listed above, that the staff will have sensitivity, compassion and wisdom; and that the beneficiaries will have a desire to pull themselves from poverty through these programs. Our goal is to see leaders increasingly solving problems, churches increasingly reaching out to the communities, and families increasingly helping each other.

