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What is Worship?

[image: image3.wmf]Worship is the most important activity at Tates Creek Presbyterian Church. It is why we exist as a church and as a people of God. Worship is the giving of supreme worth or honor to the triune God. We worship because God commands us to worship. Worship is all about God. It is not for us. We are often blessed in worship, but that is not why we worship. We worship because God demands and deserves worship from us. 

Prelude
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The prelude is a time when you hear music while people are coming to church. During the prelude we take our seats and get ready for worship. Some people pray, some people read their Bibles or bulletins, and some people sit quietly. This is a good time to think about God, to silently ask Him to forgive our sins, or to think about His greatness and love. Psalm 5:7-8

The Introit
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We do not always have an introit (pronounced in´-trō-it) in church. It is sung by a soloist or the choir just before the call to worship. This music helps us to get ready to worship God. It is like the prelude except that it is sung instead of played on instruments. Psalm 5:2-3; Psalm 46:10-11

The Call to Worship

God commands us to worship Him. He calls us to worship. Every Sunday we use some of God’s words to call His people to worship Him. In our church, the Call to Worship begins with the minister. We respond (answer back) to the words that he reads. Worship is active. We are to participate. The Call to Worship invites us to action. Psalm 135:1-3; Deut. 7:21; Psalm 66:1-5; Psalm 96:9; Psalm 99:5

The Hymn of Praise

[image: image6.wmf]The first hymn gives praise, adoration, and glory to God. It is usually joyful and reverent and reminds us that God is great. During this hymn, the choir processes (marches) down the center aisle. We have a processional because worship in the Bible usually included a processional. It is a picture of our Christian walk. It also reminds us that we are entering the presence of the King of kings. Every worship service is a royal occasion. Christ is our king. Psalm 68:24-25; 1Kings 22:19; Psalm 24; 7-10; Psalm 150

The Invocation

[image: image7.wmf]The invocation is a prayer that is said by the minister or read by the congregation.  During this prayer, we call on God to be with us and to help us worship him. This prayer talks about God’s greatness. During this prayer we are in awe or wonder of God. God is holy. That means that He is always good and never sins. The invocation reminds us to be reverent.  That means that we come to God with great respect. Neh. 8:6-7; I Tim. 6:14-16; Eph. 1:3-8; 18-21 

The Gloria

We respond to the invocation by singing the Gloria. The Gloria is a short song of praise about God. Usually, it gives praise to the Trinity. (II Thess. 2:13-14) The song that we sing most often is called the Gloria Patri. This is a short hymn that praises God. 

The Anthem
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The anthem is a song that is sung by the choir. The words of the anthem are often based on Bible verses. Some anthems are happy, some are sad, some talk about God, some are sung prayers, some talk about Jesus, some tell stories, and some give praise. As you can see, an anthem can be about any subject. It is like a short sermon that is sung instead of spoken. 1 Chron. 9:33 & 15:16; 2 Chron. 5:13; 1 Cor. 14:26

The Psalter Reading

The Psalter is a book of Psalms. A psalm is a hymn or song. On many Sundays we read one of the Psalms in church. We read the psalm responsively. That means that the leader reads one verse and the congregation reads the next. The leader and the congregation take turns reading verses until we read through the whole Psalm. Usually, the Psalter reading is about part of the sermon.

The Reading of Scripture

[image: image8.wmf]The leader or minister reads at least one passage from the Bible every week. This passage is the part of the Bible that the preacher uses for his sermon that day.  Sometimes, we have a reading from the Old Testament and another one from the New Testament.  One of our elders usually reads the scripture. The congregation joyfully responds to hearing the Word of God by saying, “Thanks be to God!”   Nehemiah 8:8; Romans 15:4; 1 Cor. 15:57; 2 Cor. 9:15
The Prayer of Confession

During this prayer, we confess our sins to God. We ask him to forgive us through the blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Psalm 51

The Assurance of Pardon

After we pray for forgiveness, the leader or minister reminds us that God promises to forgive us when we confess our sins. Isaiah 1:18; I John 2:1-2
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The Hymn

After we pray, we sing a hymn. This hymn is often quieter than our hymn of praise or our Gloria. It may be a prayer or it may talk about our walk with Jesus. Eph. 5:18b-20

The Confession of Faith

We recite two creeds in our church. On most Sundays we say the Apostles Creed. On communion Sundays we may say the Nicene Creed. During the creed, we boldly witness to the world that we believe our faith. Each week we review our beliefs when we say the creed. It is important that we worship the true and living God. The creed reminds us to believe only true things about God. We do not say that we believe our opinions about God. Every Christian church in the world believes the words in these creeds. Matthew 10:32; Romans 10:10

The Doxology

The doxology is a short song or hymn of praise to God. We sing the doxology with much joy. The doxology reminds us of the greatness and holiness of God. Romans 16:27; Eph. 3:20-21; Rev. 5:13

The Giving of Tithes and Offerings

After we sing the doxology, we have a time when we give to God. God owns everything, and the offering is a time when we remember all that he has given to us. We put money [image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf]into the offering bag because we are thankful for all he has done for us. God uses the gifts we give Him to help build Christ’s kingdom. We use the offerings to heat and clean the church, to give homes to our ministers, to help the poor, and to tell people about Jesus. God is pleased when we are cheerful when we give to our church. Mal. 3:10; Matt. 6:19-21; Acts 20:35; I Cor. 16:1, 2; II Cor. 9:7

The Sermon

 The sermon is the time when the minister explains the Bible to us. He teaches us about God. Often he begins his sermon by praying for people and needs in our church. (1 John 5:14-15) Then he explains the scripture verses that were read earlier in the service. The text is a special verse that talks about the most important part of the sermon. God uses the preacher’s words to help us become better Christians and to love Jesus more. Matt. 4:17; Mark 2:2; Romans 10:14-15; II Tim. 4:2

The Hymn of Response

[image: image12.wmf]After the sermon, we stand and sing a hymn. This hymn is about some of the things that the minister has taught us during the sermon. Jesus also sang hymns. Mark 14:26

The Sacraments

On some Sundays we observe a sacrament. Baptism and Communion are the two sacraments that we have in our church. Because of the work of the Holy Spirit, we receive special spiritual benefits and nourishment through the sacraments. A sacrament is a sign and seal of grace. Grace is undeserved favor given to us freely from God. Sacraments are means of grace. In other words, they make our faith stronger. Matthew 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:23-26

If we have a baptism on a Sunday morning, it occurs after the Gloria. When you are baptized, God tells you, the church, and the whole world that you are special and that God loves you very much. You are special because your parents know God and have a relationship with Him through Jesus. You are a child of the covenant and you belong to God. Your parents promise to help you love Jesus and to teach you about God. During baptism, every person in the church promises to help your parents. Think of the church as one very big family. Col. 2:11, 12; I Cor. 7:14; Acts 2:38-39
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Holy Communion is one of the most wonderful parts of worship. God feeds us in a special way when we eat the bread and drink the wine. He blesses us through the sacrament. You see your mother and father go forward and receive communion each month. When you are old enough to understand the promises that your parents made when you were baptized, then you will also take communion. That will be a happy day for you. 

The Benediction
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The benediction is a blessing that is said by the minister. He uses God’s word to assure us of God’s peace, promises, and help as we go out into the world.  After the benediction, the organist plays soft music while the ministers walk to the door. This is a time when we may quietly say a final prayer before we leave worship. Numbers 6:24-26; II Cor. 13-14; Heb. 13:20-21

The Postlude


The postlude is music that sends us out of worship to serve God. It is usually loud, fast, and happy. This music is about the grandness and strength of God. It is music for royalty. It reminds us to be thankful to God for his blessings, his gift of salvation, his church, and his people. Psalm 67












